Tanycytomas: a newly characterized hypothalamic-suprasellar and ventricular tumor.
We report five cases of tumors occurring in three children and in two adults. The tumors had unusual histomorphology and a mixture of ependymal and piloid-like astrocytic features and a myxoid stroma similar to myxopapillary ependymomas. MR imaging in three of the cases showed aggressive, intensely enhancing partially cystic hypothalamic-suprasellar masses near midline and near the floor of the third ventricle. In the three pediatric cases, the tumor encased the circle of Willis. This newly characterized tumor, the tanycytoma, has neoplastic cells with histomorphologic and ultrastructural characteristics similar to those of the tanycyte.